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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2001–02 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 603

Introduced by Assembly Member Dutra

February 22, 2001

An act to amend and repeal Section 19161 of, and to add and repeal
Section 19161.2 of, the Business and Professions Code, relating to
home furnishings.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 603, as introduced, Dutra. Home furnishings.
The Home Furnishings and Thermal Insulation Act, which

establishes the Bureau of Home Furnishings and Thermal Insulation,
requires, among other matters, that all mattresses manufactured for sale
in this state as well as specified furniture sold or offered for sale for use
in a place of public accommodation in this state and specified
reupholstered furniture be fire retardant. Under the act, the failure to
comply with these provisions is a crime.

This bill would require, on and after January 1, 2003, that all
mattresses manufactured for sale in this state, except in specified
establishments with automatic fire extinguishing systems and
mattresses required to higher requirements, be resistant to an open
flame under a standard specified by the bureau. The bill would provide
that this requirement is repealed upon the enactment of a federal open
flame resistance standard unless it is less stringent.

Because a violation of the bill’s expanded fire protection standard
applicable to mattresses would be a crime, this bill would impose a
state-mandated local program by expanding the scope of an existing
crime.
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The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(1) On average, 28,000 residential mattress fires occur
annually in the United States, killing 571 people, severely injuring
3,000 others, and causing three hundred thirty-four million dollars
($334,000,000) in property damage. Many of these victims are
young children. Nearly one-half of these fires, 13,000, are caused
by small open flame sources.

(2) The single greatest ignition factor in mattress and bedding
fires is a child playing with matches or a lighter. Children under
the age of five years start one-third of all mattress fires, and
children under the age of 14 years caused two-thirds of the open
flame mattress ignitions. On average, 75 percent of all fire deaths
are caused by smoke inhalation.

(3) The resistance of residential mattresses to smoldering
cigarettes was regulated in 1973 by the United States Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) under the federal Flammable
Fabrics Act (15 U.S.C. Sec. 1191 et seq.). However, the CPSC
standard in Sections 1632 and following of Title 16 of the Code of
Federal Regulations did not address the risk of open flame ignition
of mattresses or their specific components.

(4) Despite the CPSC regulations, the death rate per thousand
attributed to open flame mattress fires has actually increased since
the adoption of these regulations in 1973. The unregulated, yet
highly combustible, foam cushioning components in residential
mattresses constitute the primary fuel in a mattress fire. The foam
components in the mattress burn rapidly enough to prevent escape
and to cause severe burn or inhalation injuries before emergency
personnel can respond. There exists no tangible evidence of the
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effect of CPSC regulations on open flame mattress ignition, or
with regard to the foam cushioning fuel component.

(5) The State of California recognizes that a proportionate
number of the deaths and injuries described in paragraph (1) from
mattress fires occur annually in this state. The severe burn victims
tend to be members of lower socioeconomic populations and are
treated at state-funded burn units under the Medi-Cal program.
The cost to initially treat a severely burned child in a state-funded
burn unit exceeds two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000)
per month, and this treatment lasts two to four months.

(6) The United Kingdom banned the use of foam in residential
mattresses in 1988. In the United States, many state and federal
facilities, including military facilities, dormitories, prisons,
mental health care facilities, and other state institutional buildings
are required to be furnished with flame retardant mattresses. The
state, therefore, recognizes that an elimination of the fire hazard
necessarily requires that the foam cushioning be either flame
retardant or isolated from ignition sources through the use of a fire
blocking layer known as a barrier. For more than 10 years,
mattresses have been made open flame resistant through the use of
modified foams and barriers.

(7) The State of California, therefore, recognizes that no
applicable federal flammability standard exists that either
addresses the open flame mattress fire risk or the open flame foam
cushioning risk. Further, the state of the art technology in open
flame resistant mattress components has advanced to the point that
these very risks can be minimized or eliminated by the inclusion
of this technology in residential mattresses. The federal cigarette
standard in Part 1632 of Title 16 of the Code of Federal
Regulations has not been revised in accordance with this
technology in either open flame mattress fire performance or in
open flame foam cushioning fire performance.

(b) The Legislature declares that because of an absence of
federal regulation, this act establishes an open flame flammability
standard for foam cushioning used in residential mattresses
manufactured for sale in the State of California.

SEC. 2. Section 19161 of the Business and Professions Code
is amended to read:

19161. (a) All mattresses manufactured for sale in this state,
including any mattress manufactured for sale for use in a hotel,
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motel, or other place of public accommodation in this state, shall
be fire retardant. All seating furniture sold or offered for sale by
an importer, manufacturer, or wholesaler for use in this state,
including any seating furniture sold to or offered for sale for use
in a hotel, motel, or other place of public accommodation in this
state, and reupholstered furniture to which filling materials are
added, shall be fire retardant and shall be labeled in a manner
specified by the bureau. ‘‘Fire retardant,’’ as used in this section,
means a product that meets the regulations adopted by the bureau.
This does not include furniture used exclusively for the purpose of
physical fitness and exercise.

(b) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1,
2003, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute,
that is enacted before January 1, 2003, deletes or extends that date.

SEC. 3. Section 19161.2 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

19161.2. (a) All mattresses manufactured for sale in this state
shall be resistant to open flame pursuant to the California
Technical Bulletin 129 Test Method as issued by the California
Bureau of Home Furnishings, or any other standard as the bureau
may establish or adopt.

(b) This section shall not apply to the following:
(1) Any hotel, motel, bed and breakfast, inn, or similar

transient lodging establishment that has an automatic fire
extinguishing system that conforms to the specifications
established in Section 904.1 of Title 24 of the California Code of
Regulations.

(2) Any mattresses required by federal, state, or municipal law
to possess a greater level of open flame resistance than that
specified in subdivision (a).

(c) The bureau shall develop regulations that permit a mattress
manufacturer to comply with the provisions of this section by
testing a small-scale version of its product.

(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2003.
(e) This section shall become inoperative and is repealed upon

the effective date of any federal law or regulation establishing an
open flame resistance standard for finished mattresses, unless the
federal law or regulation provides for an open flame resistance
standard that is less stringent than the standard established or
adopted by the bureau pursuant to subdivision (a).
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SEC. 4. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.
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